
 

THE WOODVILLE TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE’S REGULAR MEETING - March 18, 2020 

  
This regular meeting of the Woodville Township Trustees was held on March 18, 2020.  
 
Those in attendance: Trustees: Chairman Bill Hammer, Ken Green and Paul Runion, Fiscal Officer Lori Kepus, 
Sandusky County EMS Chief Jeff Jackson (left at 7:40 pm), Zoning Inspector Steve Michaelis, Road Supervisor 
Jim Busdiecker, Fire Chief Bill Andrews, and Assistant Fire Chief Dave Miller (left at 7:40 pm). 
 
Trustee Chairman Bill Hammer called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. and led the audience in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. This meeting was held observing the COVID-19 pandemic precautions including using social 
distancing. A distance of 6’ or more between meeting participants was observed. 
 
As of today, the state has 67 confirmed cases of COVID-19 with zero deaths. The state mandated social 
distancing to help protect exposure of this virus to asymptomatic individuals. At this point, almost every activity 
where more than 10 people gather including schools, churches, beauty salons, movie theaters, fitness centers, 
and restaurants (carry-out only is allowed) have been closed all to help stop, or at least attempt to slow the spread 
of the virus and maintain the availability of medical care to care for COVID-19 patients. Even Ohio’s March 17 
primary election was postponed to possibly June 2, 2020.  
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Fire Chief Bill Andrews stated the department had a coal fire at Martin Marietta last night. 

The trucks used were washed to get the lime off of them and all hoses used were washed. It was discovered that 
there is a need to have the bay floor drains cleaned out as they are all backed up. Chief Andrews said he will call 
Adkins. That morning, the department also responded to a fatal accident on SR 105 with the Harris-Elmore Fire 
Department. 
 
Chief attended a meeting in Fremont at the Sandusky County EMA on March 16 on the recent COVID-19 state 
and local guidelines. Precautions being taken by First Responders: dispatching is required to get as much 
information about the patient before they arrive, and upon arrival they will wait until the police or EMS has told 
them it is safe to go in, and they will be prepared with personal protective equipment (PPE). Chief Jackson stated 
that the EMS will not call First Responders for assistance unless they need an ambulance driver, or it is a very 
difficult call that requires additional assistance. 
 
All outside fire activities and trainings including the 36 hour firefighter class at Vanguard, county association 
meetings, and the North West Ohio Fire School at Penta are either cancelled, or on hold right now. Discussion 
was held regarding the department’s Monday night trainings. The Trustees and fire department decided to error 
on the side of caution and cancel all department activities and trainings until we are through this safely. 
 
The department’s fund-raising Gun Raffle has been tentatively moved to Friday, May 1 at 6 pm at Ole Zims. If we 
are still under a no gathering order, this year’s raffle will be held online only. Only guns will be raffled off, no door 
prizes. 
 
Chief Andrews said he will be working on a couple of items on the trucks. The Kussmaul auto eject system on the 
battery charger of X-2 broke and is not properly ejecting the shoreline and will be replaced, the slides for the 
refrigerator on R-1 are coming loose, and some lenses on the lights are R-1 are broke and need to be replaced. 
 
The extractor on the new washing machine is not completing its final spin. It is no longer under warranty, and 
someone will be out to look at it soon. 
  
The Bicycle Group would like to use station again this year for their break spot for use of the facilities, restroom, 
shower, and drinking fountain on May 9 from 8-10 pm. The Trustees stated this would be acceptable if we are 
past this virus outbreak and large gatherings are once again allowed. 
 
EMS – Sandusky County EMS Chief Jeff Jackson presented the February run reports for LS19. There were a 

total of 37 runs with 20 transports to the hospital. Of the 20 transports, 19 were advanced life-saving runs and 1 
basic life-saving run. 
 
Chief Jackson said they are preparing everyone for the outbreak and closely following the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC), Ohio Department of Health (ODH) and NW Ohio EMS Consortium guidelines. PPE is the big thing 
now, and we are making sure our supply is stocked. We’ve cancelled our incident command training this month 
as we can’t waste any PPE. Our trucks are stocked well. N95 masks are stocked. Remember, if you have a fever 
of 100.4, cough, or shortness of breath that is alarming and requires medical attention. Our crews are taking their 
temperatures before going into any facility and also when they sign off for the day. 
 
ZONING – Zoning Inspector Steve Michaelis presented an approved zoning permit for Tom & Ann Hunt,               

538 CR 117, Woodville. The zoning variance was approved by the Township’s Board of Zoning Appeals on March 
5. Mr. Hunt was asking to build a pole barn projecting into his front yard instead of entirely in the required rear or 
side yard and from the required 60’ setback. The barn will replace an existing barn using the same footprint. The 
following was unanimously approved by the Board of Zoning Appeals: the building will be less than 60’ from the 
road and slightly in front of the house (11’) instead of the required side or backyard as the property’s location to 
the Portage River prohibits moving the planned building back any farther. 
 
Steve was contacted by Hilda Escobar, TR 165, Genoa (Woodville Township) who would like to apply for a zoning 
permit to build an addition onto their house. Her property is not quite an acre, but they own the residence next 
door and that would make the one acre requirement.  
 
In another matter in regard to the houses along TR 165, there has been a complaint issued with the township 
about the condition of the properties and excessive junk lying around. Steve will take this opportunity to discuss 
the zoning rules and cleanup with residents of that area. 
 

Home Based Business. Tammy and Fred Gerwin, 2520 SR 300, Gibsonburg (Woodville Township) are anxious 
to get started planning a business they plan to start up, but wish to be compliant with the zoning rules of the 
township. Their business will be a twice a month garage sale which is more garage sales than the zoning 
resolution allows. Since meetings are not to be held due to the COVID-19 outbreak, a hearing before the 
Township’s Board of Zoning Appeals would be delayed by weeks or months. Trustee Green made a motion to 
allow the Gerwins to proceed with their plans, but to realize that any expenses incurred will be at their own risk 
should when the Appeals Board meet they deny their application for the home based business permit. Trustee 
Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
It has been observed that the Moser property on TR 24 has a lot of vehicles in the back woods and a possible car 
lift in the garage. 



 
He is working on draft letter to the prosecuting attorney’s office regarding the removal of junk vehicles. 

 
CEMETERY – Jim Busdiecker reported that Trustee Runion and he continue to look at and test different models 

of mini-excavators. Some have brought their machines to the cemetery for us to trial. 
 
Cemetery spring cleanup will be done Friday, March 20. The concrete block from Nissen Concrete has arrived. 
We are going to create a stone bay to stockpile stone for use at the cemetery and for road berming. Workers also 
mulched leaves leftover from last fall in preparation for spring cleanup.  
 
ROAD DEPARTMENT – Supervisor Jim Busdiecker reported that workers cut back brush by the ditch on TR 42 

and along the road on TR 62. 
 
Trustee Runion made a motion to participate in the ODOT Salt Contract Agreement for the upcoming winter 
season and commit to the purchase of 25 ton of road salt. Trustee Green seconded. All answered yes to roll call. 
Motion passed. Kepus will place the order online with ODOT. 
 
The county engineer has set the date for the bid opening of the repaving project for TR 165 from TR 28 to the 
turnpike drive and TR 26 from TR 91 to CR 107. This project agreement is a joint venture with Madison Township. 

Bids will be opened April 20, 2020 at 7:30 pm at the Township Office of Madison Township, 118 N. Main Street, 
Gibsonburg. 
 
Kathy Martin, TR 91, wrote a letter about cleaning the ditch on this road and has mailed it to her neighbors. The 
Township has not yet received the letter. The neighbors plan to move forward at their own expense with this ditch 
cleaning project. 
 
FISCAL OFFICER – Lori Kepus stated the township received their 1st Half, 2019 Real Estate Tax Settlement in 

the amount of $472,288.  
 
Trustee Green made a motion to adopt Resolution 2020-03 which is notification of intent to conduct an Internet 

auction for the sale of unneeded, obsolete, or unfit property of Woodville Township for the Calendar Year 2020. 
Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. Kepus will be having training with 
GovDeals on March 26 and the township will soon put the 1996 Case backhoe up for auction after the advertising 
process has been completed appropriately. 
 
The Trustees discussed the contract for the purchase of property located of 755 East Main Street, Woodville, 
(2.53 acres). The offer is for $35,000. Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Mark Mulligan has reviewed and approved 
the contract documents stating the Township has the authority to make this purchases under ORC Section 511.11.  
 
Trustee Runion made the motion to purchase the Johnson property “as-is” at 755 East Main Street, Woodville, in 
the amount of $35,000 and to issue a check in the amount of $1,000 as earnest money. Trustee Green seconded.  
All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. Trustee Hammer made a motion to allow Trustee Runion to sign all 
necessary documents at closing to complete this sale. Trustee Green seconded. All answered yes to roll call. 
 
The Trustees reviewed the annual letter from the Ohio Department of Commerce notifying them that all permits 
to sell alcoholic beverages in the township will expire June 1 and every permit holder must file a renewal 
application. ORC provides the trustees with the authority to object to any renewals. The trustees stated that in the 
township this only affects Hidden Hills Golf Club, and they have no objections to the renewal of their liquor permit. 
 
Trustee Green made a motion to approve the warrants. Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. 
Motion passed. Trustee Runion made a motion to approve the Trustee’s March 4, 2020 regular meeting minutes. 
Trustee Green seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
At 9:23 pm, with no further business, Trustee Hammer moved for adjournment. Trustee Green seconded. This 
meeting was held in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code’s Sunshine Law. 
 
 


